
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  May 26, 2013 
Title:  The PROMISE of God - What does this MEAN? - Acts 2:14-21 
Series:  His Story; Our Story – Sermon 2 
Text:  Acts 2:14-21; Joel 2:28-32 
 
 
Introduction:  
 
PENTECOST is the Story of God keeping His Word to fill the earth with the knowledge of His 
glory for the joy of His people.  ACTS 2 IS THE GARDEN BEING RESTORED.  ACTS 2 is 
God’s VISION for the future planting itself firmly in the present.  Acts 2 is what God 
envisioned in Genesis 1, 2. 
 
Last week we attempted to consider four ideas. 
 

I. Beginning at the End (Acts 2:1-13) 
 
Two things happen at PENTECOST.  First, the Church is formed and it is the TEMPLE OF 
GOD (1 Cor. 3:16, 17; 6:18-20). Second, the Shekinah Glory returns to fill the TEMPLE.  The 
events of Acts 2/PENTECOST is the Holy Spirit returning to the TEMPLE. 
 

II. Point 3 of 3 – The Gospel’s spread (Acts 1:1-8) 
III. Point 2 of 3 – The STORY in a nutshell (Luke 24:44-49) 
IV. Point 1 of 3 – The STORY (Gen. 1-3) 

 

• Garden, Tabernacle, Pre-Exilic Temple, Post-Exilic Temple, JESUS, His Church, JESUS 
 
Today we will consider Peter’s usage of Joel’s prophecy.  Peter believed Joel’s prophecy was 
being fulfilled.  Such themes as prophecy, end times, deliverance and salvation are being 
accented and celebrated.  Joel’s prophecy spoke to the Garden scene recovered and secured.  
Whatever is happening was spoken of by the Prophets. 
 
The Book of Acts is celebrating the fulfillment of God’s purpose in creating.  God's purpose 
from the beginning of time has been to fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory for the 
joy of His people (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14; Psalm 16:11; Isa. 25:6-9).  
 
“Many pastors think of Acts 2 as the locus classicus for preaching Pentecost Sunday. After all, 
that chapter describes the ‘first Pentecost.’ However, as an alternative way of approaching 
Pentecost, perhaps it is important to remember that scholars tell us the Acts of the Apostles 
was not written until perhaps a century after the first Pentecost. So for the first hundred years 
of early Christianity, Acts 2 would not have been available as a “lectionary text” for preaching 
Pentecost. Furthermore, when Peter looked to his “Bible,” which at that time was 
predominately the Torah and Prophets (only two-thirds of what we now know as the Hebrew 
Scriptures), he chose to preach from The Book of Joel, at least according to the way the story 
is handed down to us in Acts.”1 
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THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
In speaking of God’s VISION for the world and the future we must understand how JESUS is 
the centerpiece of this STORY. 
 
For us to understand what is happening in Acts 2 we need to understand what in happening 
in the Book of JOEL.  Listen with me to the following description of Joel’s historical context. 
 
The Problem: 
 
Our problem is addressing this passage as providing ANSWERS to questions not being asked.  
It isn’t answering whether or not TONGUES are for today.  It is not answering whether or not 
we should ORDAIN WOMEN for the gospel ministry.  It is not answering whether or not 
SPIRIT FILLING looks a certain way.  This text explains for us fulfillment of intent from DAY 1 
as to why God created anything in the first place. 
 
Joel speaks of New Covenant Blessing in 2:28ff.  This was fulfilled in Acts 2.  More of the same 
will be manifested in later expressions of the kingdom’s ultimate installment, but we must see 
what happened in Acts 2 on the day of PENTECOST, and continues to this day, as part of 
what Joel spoke.  We, this local church, are living in the fulfillment of the promise made to the 
nation through Joel in chapter 2 and which found expression on the Day of Pentecost.   
 
Outline: 
 
The event of prophecy is a sign of outpouring, provision, and blessing.  When spiritual dearth 
is present, there is no Word from God.  In the presence of Word there is blessing. 
 
“The word prophesy is not to be understood here as implying the knowledge and discovery of 
future events; but signifies to teach and proclaim the great truths of God, especially those 
which concerned redemption by Jesus Christ.”2 
 
“Peter clearly believes that the death and resurrection of Christ (followed by this experience at 
Pentecost) begins that period of time called "the last days." To Peter and the apostles the sand 
started running out of the hourglass, so to speak, at that moment. From this point on, all of 
Church history occurred during ‘the last days.’ One commentary noted ‘the age of Messianic 
fulfillment had arrived.’”3 
 
“Peter's Pentecost sermon pointed not only to the coming of the Spirit as proclaimed by the 
prophet Joel, but also to the Day of the Lord and its accompanying signs. The Day of the Lord 
was present; yet it remained for the future. They were now in the last days (Acts 2:17), though 
they awaited a time when God would "send Jesus. . . for he must remain in heaven until the 
time comes for all things to be made new" (Acts 3:20-21). Underpinning Luke's theology was 
the idea that the eschaton has been inaugurated, but it awaits a future consummation. At 
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that time, Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead, will judge the whole world with justice 
(Acts 17:31).”4 
 
As we consider Peter’s use of Joel 2 I want us to put Joel 2 in the larger context of Joel, then 
what Peter means by his use of Joel and what this means to the larger Story of God. 
 
What I would like us to do is place Joel’s thought in the larger context of his prophecy.  Notice 
the paragraph preceding Peter’s quotation (Joel 2:18-27). 
 

18 Then the LORD will be zealous for His land and will have pity on His people. 19 The LORD will answer 
and say to His people, "Behold, I am going to send you grain, new wine and oil, and you will be satisfied 
in full with them; And I will never again make you a reproach among the nations. 20 "But I will remove 
the northern army far from you, and I will drive it into a parched and desolate land, and its vanguard 
into the eastern sea, And its rear guard into the western sea. And its stench will arise and its foul smell 
will come up, for it has done great things." 21Do not fear, O land, rejoice and be glad, For the LORD has 
done great things. 22 Do not fear, beasts of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness have turned green, 
For the tree has borne its fruit, The fig tree and the vine have yielded in full. 23 So rejoice, O sons of Zion, 
And be glad in the LORD your God; For He has given you the early rain for your vindication. And He 
has poured down for you the rain, the early and latter rain as before. 24 The threshing floors will be full of 
grain, And the vats will overflow with the new wine and oil. 25 "Then I will make up to you for the years 
That the swarming locust has eaten, The creeping locust, the stripping locust and the gnawing locust, My 
great army which I sent among you. 26 "You will have plenty to eat and be satisfied And praise the 
name of the LORD your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you; Then My people will never be put 
to shame. 27 "Thus you will know that I am in the midst of Israel, And that I am the LORD your God, 

And there is no other; And My people will never be put to shame. (Joel 2:18-27) 

 
Friends, this text is crazy good.  This is what life is like in the Garden of God’s making.  It is in 
His Temple, His Garden, and His presence where we bask in His glory and our JOY IS FULL. 
 
Pastor Bill Long provides the following insight in his handling of this text.5  I have added to 
and adjusted his material, but I do wish to acknowledge his input on what I wrote. 
 

I. The Promise of Future Hope (vv. 18-20). 
 
Notice key words: “then” (v. 18), and “will” (vv. 18, 19, 20). 
 

II. The Impact on our Present Reality (vv. 21, 22). 
 
The gospel is a future hope, but we cannot overlook the impact it has on our present reality.  
Two thoughts are expressed. 
 

A. “Do not fear” (vv. 21, 22) 
 
 

B. “So rejoice (vv. 23, 24) 
  
The rains return (2:23-24).  Joel prophesied during a time of significant drought and locust 
infestation. He saw the devastating results around him, and he used the physical reality 
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created by the locus infestation to inform his understanding of what was wrong spiritually 
with Israel. Our passage is one of promise. God’s wonderful restoring rain will bring the 
people completely back to life. It is something most wished for. 

 
III. The Healing of Past Wounds (v. 25) 

 
The phrase just given, ‘the restoration of years’ is suggestive of deep psychological realities. 
The Hebrew word for ‘restore’ in v. 25 is provocative--it is the verb form of shalom, which 
means ‘peace.’ Note that the text lists four kinds of the locusts; it encourages us to think quite 
precisely about the way that specific torments have made life miserable for us. But we don’t 
live in our torments or abide in our distresses. That isn’t the last word of the passage; the last 
word is God’s ‘repayment’ for the lost years. Is it possible to ‘make peace’ with our past, with 
the ravages that the cutting, hopping and destroying locusts have effected? That is what the 
text suggests--that God has a way of making peace with or restoring or repaying us for the 
past devastation. What a challenging and hopeful thought. 

 
IV. The Addressing of our Deepest Need (2:26-27 [“My people will never be put to 

shame”]) 
 

Once we are restored, once our past is ‘healed,’ we eat in a celebrative way and praise the 
name of the Lord (v. 26). But the phrase repeated twice in this passage (26, 27) is that shame 
will be removed forever. Literally the text says, ‘and they shall not be ashamed with me 
forever.’ The meaning of the phrase is that once the restoration comes, the repaying of the 
years, shame will also be removed.  
 
This is too good to be true, but it is.  The word used twice in Joel 2:26, 27 for “shame” is the 
same word used in Genesis 2:25. 
 

• 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. (Gen. 2:25) 

 
It is only after the fall that they are ashamed.   This shame is seen in Genesis 3:7, 8. 
 

• 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves loin coverings. 8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking 
in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 
LORD God among the trees of the garden. (Gen. 3:7, 8) 

 
This shame is removed by God.  This is what JESUS addresses and defeats, and this is what 
PENTECOST celebrates and proclaims. 
 
The Greek word used in the Hebrew Bible for this word occurs in Romans 10:11.  Paul uses the 
same word.  

 
• 8 But what does it say? "THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, in your mouth and in your heart" --that is, the word 

of faith which we are preaching, 9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, 
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resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 11 For the Scripture 
says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED." (Rom. 10:8-11) 

 
It is the same word family used of our Lord when it says He despised the shame in Hebrews 
12:2. 
 

• 1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every 
encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. (Heb. 
12:1, 2) 

 
JESUS is the one and only sacrifice for sin that swallows up and defeats the shame sin brings.  
It is because of who He is and what He does that we can stand before the Father without 
shame. 
 
The idea is the same that we encounter in Matthew 22 in the Wedding feast parable, although 
it is a different word. 
 

• 11 But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw a man there who was not dressed in 
wedding clothes, 12 and he said to him, “Friend, how did you come in here without wedding clothes?” 
And the man was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the servants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw 
him into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matt. 22:11-13) 

 
This day in history is celebrating that day, a day when we will no longer be ashamed.  Because 
of what JESUS has done, I will never be ashamed before the Father. 
 
“Although Luke's direct quotations from the Old Testament are proportionately fewer than 
those in Matthew and Mark, he firmly establishes its relationship with the events he relates. 
He makes numerous allusions to Old Testament events and concepts. At a crucial point, the 
post-resurrection appearances, he shows that Jesus himself saw his life and ministry within the 
larger context of the Old Testament (24:12-49) . This is also the practice of the apostolic 
preachers, who make constant reference to the Old Testament as the setting within which the 
Jesus-event must be understood. Jesus is the climax of God's saving work; therefore, ‘salvation 
is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we 
must be saved’ ( Acts 4:12 ).”6 
 

V. The Time is Now (“The Fulfillment of Joel’s Prophecy”) 
 

A. The Word of God restores Joy to His people (vv. 17, 18) 
 
Think about how simplistic this thought is.  If I am talking to my wife, the implication is she is 
present.  She is with me.  God speaking to His people through His people tells us THE KING 
IS HERE.   
 
In verse 16 Peter explains what is happening. He says that this is what was spoken by the 
prophet Joel. This is the beginning of the fulfillment Joel 2:28. Then he quotes Joel in verses 17–
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18, "And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and 
your old men shall dream dreams; yea, and on my menservants and my maidservants in those 
days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy."  
 
Joel had said that in the last days there would be a great worldwide ("all flesh") outpouring of 
the Spirit, and the mark of that outpouring would be widespread prophesying: men and 
women, old and young, low class and upper class. Joel says it will happen in the "last days." 
When is that? Peter says it was happening right then. "This is what was spoken by the prophet 
Joel."  
 
It puts us in the last days. Since Jesus came, we are living in the last days. Hebrews 1:2 says, 
"In many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets; but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by a Son . . . " Since the Son came, we live in "these last days."  
 

B. The Time is Now (vv. 19-21) 
 
There is an element of urgency and need stated in this text.  The day of salvation is not far off 
but pressing.  Today is the day of salvation.  Paul quoting Isaiah 49 states as follows. 
 

• 1 And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain-- 2 for He says, 
"AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I HELPED 
YOU." Behold, now is "THE ACCEPTABLE TIME," behold, now is "THE DAY OF SALVATION" (2 Cor. 
6:1, 2) 

 
The author of Hebrews strikes this note as well. 
 

• 1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we 
do not drift away from it. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, 
and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, 3 how will we escape 
if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it 
was confirmed to us by those who heard, 4 God also testifying with them, both by signs 
and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His 
own will. (Heb. 2:1-4) 

 
Friend, the time is upon us.  Let us go and preach CHRIST CRUCIFIED.  Let us invite our 
friends and family to the banquet table of God’s provision.  There is no one beside Him and 
there is nothing beyond Him. 
 
When we talk about Missions and the Mission of God in and through His Church, this is what 
we are talking about.  It isn’t as simplistic as Heaven versus Hell, although this is true.  There 
is something much grander and glorious than simply “do you want to go to heaven when you 
die?”  The issues here are not trying to be all you can be in your relationships or vocation or 
skill set.  The issue is becoming fully human without the taint of sin.  The issue is living in the 
fullness of joy in the presence of God.   
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I have disappointment and frustration.  I journey with you through this valley of the shadow 
of death.  I am stilled cloaked in a veil of sorrow and woe, but there . . . there is JESUS.  Today 
we are living in the fullness, but there is more.  I am not giving you a land of smoke and 
mirrors; what I am telling you is what was told to me.  I heard an invitation and I accepted the 
extended hand. 
 

• 28 Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you 
and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. 
30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light. (Matt. 11:28-30) 

 
Here is our joy; HE IS OUR JOY. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Friend, be not overwhelmed by the present.  The future is here now. 
2. If you do not know JESUS, then today is your day to call upon the Lord. 
3. If you do know JESUS, then let us live knowing He is in our midst speaking to us and 

assuring us of His presence.   
4. Let us continue to go and tell of His healing power to restore to us what sin took from us. 
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